SPEECH AT THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
OF THE PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE

July 31, 1946

Mr. President and Delegates. Permit me to greet the
Peace Conference on behalf of the Soviet Union, and to
wish the Conference delegates success in their great and
responsible work. The Soviet delegation expresses especial
appreciation of the hospitable French Government and the
friendly people of France. ,
The present Conference is to play an important part in
the work of establishing peace and security in Europe. It
will have to express its opinion and to offer its recom*
mendations on the drafts of peace treaties for Italy, Ruma-
nia, Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland. One might say that the
Paris Conference has to accomplish the tasks of five peace
conferences, which emphasizes the importance and complex-
ity of its work. We are dealing with five countries which
entered the war as; Germany's allies, as Hitler's satellites,
but which in< the course of the war broke with Germany,
overthrew their fascist rulers and, as a rule, came out active-
ly on the side of the democratic countries in the war for
victory over Hitlerite Germany.
All of us will remember the course of events as they
developed before our eyes during the last war in Europe,
and this will help us to give a correct answer to the ques-
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